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The Netherlands, 7 March 2006

Dear Mr. Vallat,

The NBvH (Dutch Smallholders Association) has taken notice of your statements, recently published
in Le Monde, regarding the vaccination plans of France and the Netherlands: “La vaccination peut a
priori étre utile dans les pays les plus touchés, mais cette vaccination peut n'étre qu'une solution
d'ultime recours dans les pays qui ne peuvent plus controler la situation par les mesures d'abattage et
de confinement des élevages"

We were completely baffled. Therefore we hope that this is a misinterpretation of your words.

We are in the middle of an epidemic (worldwide) which will probably last for some years, as the
experts have predicted.

The best way, according to these same experts, to fight the epidemic is vaccination. And vaccination
is absolutely safe; vaccinated animals stop shedding the virus almost immediately to such an extent
that infection of other animals is almost impossible. And for commercial holdings the use of sentinels
gives extra security; and of course one must practice every bio-security measure.

You state that vaccination should only be started when the outbreaks are no longer controllable with
the usual measures; but in such circumstances vaccination is of no use at all. Building up immunity
takes time, two injections with 3 to 4 weeks in between, and by then the disease will have spread
everywhere. Besides, during outbreaks there will be no personnel to administer the vaccine in time,
because all hands are on deck trying to control the outbreaks.

Not vaccinating in the current situation with the spread of HSN1 will be the end of organic and free
range holdings. And not in the least, the end of hobby and smallholding, where poultry and other
birds are kept in the open air and cannot be locked up.

It seems as though the OIE has been pressured by trade politics. The lobby for non-vaccination due to
fear of losing markets, is very strong. The OIE has always proclaimed that products from vaccinated
animals are perfectly safe.

The OIE should continue to propagate this message of safe products; otherwise vaccination will be
nothing but the instrument of trade wars with all the social consequences.

We hope you can confirm this is all some misunderstanding. France and the Netherlands need all the
support they can get for their brave efforts to put an end to the non-vaccination policy.

The OIE would do well to give vaccination more attention and approve of vaccination as an
appropriate measure of Al-prevention by including it in the Animal Health Code.

With the highest regards on behalf of the signatories beneath,

Paula Polman, Chairman NBvH (Dutch Smallholders Association)
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Aviornis International Nederland
Ing. Peter Kreijger, Chairman
pkreijger @aviornis.nl
www.aviornis.nl

NBvVH (Dutch Smallholders Association)
Paula Polman, Chairman
info @hobbydierhouder.nl
www.hobbydierhouder.nl

Herning og Omegns Fjerkraklub, Denmark
(Local Association for the social purpose and

to keep several different poultry breeds)

Soren Thomassen, President

st@KMC.DK

Specialklubben for Chabos og Skaeghgns
(Danish specialclub for Chabos and Bartzwerge), Denmark
Benny Pedersen, President

chabos @tdcadsl.dk

www.chabosogskaeg.dk

Dommerringen under DFfR, Denmark
(National Association for all Poultry- judgement)
Soren Thomassen, president

st@KMC.DK

Aviornis International VWZ, Belgium
Karel Wuijts, Chairman
www.aviornis.be

De Dommellandse Dierenvrienden uit Peer, Belgi¢

Bert Driessen, Secretary

Bert.Driessen @biw.kuleuven.be
www.users.pandora.be/dommellandse_dierenvrienden

Komitee ter Bescherming van de Hobby
(Committee for Protection of Hobby), Belgium
Luuc van Havere, Chairman
albertvanbrabant @skynet.be

Aviornis International France
Patrick Lalanne, Chairman

Aviornis International Deutschland
Ludger Gehling, Chairman
www.aviornis.de

ZEL (Zentralverband europdischer Laufentenhalter/

Central European Association of Runner Duck Keepers), Germany
Alexandra Vogel-Reich, President

alex @villarosa.de

www.zel-eu.de

Scotch Dumpie Chickens
Toddy Hamilton-Gould, Secretary
toddyclive @towerfields.com

Call Duck Association UK
Graham Barnard, Secretary
www.callducks.net

Féd. Francaise des éleveurs de volailles et palmipedes,
France

Jean-Claude Périquet, Président

jean-claude.periquet @wanadoo.fr

Verband fiir Hiihner-, Gro3- und

Wassergefliigelvereine (VHGW), (8.300 members) Germany
Michael Freiherr von Liittwitz, Chairman

redaktion @ gefluegel-boerse.de

www.vhgw.de

ProNaturA France (200.000 members)
Jean Emmanuel Eglin, Secretary
Sylvie.Domon @ wanadoo.fr
www.pronaturafrance.free.fr

The Goose Club, United Kingdom
Jenny Pritchard, Chair
Denise Moss, Secretary
ashwyn @ waitrose.com
WWW.users. waitrose.com/~ashwyn

Preisrichtervereinigung Sparte Gefliigel mit Sitz in
Luxemburg

Prdsident: Théo Schmitz

49, rue de la Chapelle, L- 9513 Wiltz

nschmitz@pt.lu

Rassegefliigelclub Luxemburg mit Sitz in Luxemburg
Priisident: Théo Schmitz
49, rue de la Chapelle, L- 9513 Wiltz

nschmitz@pt.lu

The Indian Runner Duck Association, UK
Richard Sadler, Secretary

leicestertheduck @btinternet.com
www.runnerduck.net

BWA (British waterfowl Association), United Kingdom
Sue Schubert, Secretary
info @waterfowl.org.uk
www.waterfowl.org.uk

Araucana Club

Kathie Simpkin, Secretary
secretary @araucana.org.uk
www.araucana.org.uk

Bund Deutscher Rassegefliigelziichter e.V.
(300.000 members) mit Sitz in Offenbach
Germany

Prisident: Wilhelm Riebniger

Thomas Zoller (Geschéftsfiihrer),
bdrgev@t-online.de

www.bdrg.de

Entente Européenne d'aviculture et de cuniculture /
Europaverband fiir Gefliigel-, Kaninchen-,

Tauben- und Caviazucht mit Sitz in Luxemburg
Prisident: Urs Freiburghaus

Thomas Zoller (Geschéftsfiihrer),

bdrgev@t-online.de

www.entente-ee.com

Affiliated organisations in following countries:

Austria, Belgium, Bosnia, Czech Republic, Croatia, Denmark
France, Germany, Hungary, Italy, Latvia, Luxembourg
Macedonia, Netherlands, Norway, Poland

Portugal, Rumania, Russia, Slovak Republic , Slovenia, Spain
Sweden, Switzerland, United Kingdom, Yugoslav Republic
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